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Fact Check-Bill Gates did not say COVID-19 vaccines are
ineffective

By Reuters Fact Check

A snippet of an interview with Bill Gates has been taken out of context by social media users
who claim the billionaire philanthropist “admitted” that COVID-19 vaccines are not very
effective.

Versions of the claim have been seen by nearly a million people across Twitter (here and
here) and Facebook (here).

One tweet with high engagement reads: “This is an explicit acknowledgment that the mRNA
and rAdV vaccines for COVID are not working well.”

However, this is a misrepresentation of the words used by Gates, who was speaking to
Britain’s former health secretary Jeremy Hunt on Nov. 5 about a variety of topics including
COVID-19, foreign aid and climate change.

The interview was arranged by Policy Exchange, a British think tank (see the full clip here).
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When asked by Hunt about preparedness for the next pandemic, Gates responded: “I would
expect that will lead the [research and development] budgets to be focused on things we
didn’t have today.

“We didn’t have vaccines that block transmission. We got vaccines that help you with your
health, but they only slightly reduce the transmission. So, we need a new way of doing the
vaccines” (from timestamp, 27:25).

It is true that current COVID-19 vaccines do not halt transmission of the virus (here).
However, they are highly effective at preventing severe disease.

Scientists have estimated that COVID-19 vaccines saved 140,000 lives in the United States up
to May (here).

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bill Gates speaks to Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP in Bill Gates speaks to Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP in ……
NOW READING Fact Check-Bill Gates did not say COVID-19 vaccines are ineffective

Exclusive-Rating agencies say
Biden's spending plans will n…

12 HOURS AGO

Canada floods cut rail link to
Vancouver port; one dead

12 HOURS AGO

New 
rema

12 HO

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/british-study-shows-covid-19-vaccine-efficacy-wanes-under-delta-2021-08-18/
https://theconversation.com/how-many-lives-have-coronavirus-vaccines-saved-we-used-state-data-on-deaths-and-vaccination-rates-to-find-out-169513
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZplF4qdwII
https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-biden-infrastructure-inflation-exclu/exclusive-rating-agencies-say-bidens-spending-plans-will-not-add-to-inflationary-pressure-idUSKBN2I201F
https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-biden-infrastructure-inflation-exclu/exclusive-rating-agencies-say-bidens-spending-plans-will-not-add-to-inflationary-pressure-idUSKBN2I201F
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-canada-flood/canada-floods-cut-rail-link-to-vancouver-port-one-dead-idUSKBN2I11QX
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-canada-flood/canada-floods-cut-rail-link-to-vancouver-port-one-dead-idUSKBN2I11QX
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-newzealand-disaster-mine/new-zealand-police-find-human-remains-in-disaster-stricken-mine-after-11-years-idUSKBN2I2081


11/17/2021 Fact Check-Bill Gates did not say COVID-19 vaccines are ineffective | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/article/factcheck-coronavirus-gates/fact-check-bill-gates-did-not-say-covid-19-vaccines-are-ineffective-idUSL1N2S7292 3/4

In Britain, health experts said in June that vaccines had saved 27,000 lives in England alone
(here).

Research is also underway into new types of vaccines that could potentially block
transmission as well as offering health protection (here).

VERDICT

Missing context. Bill Gates’ words have been taken out of context. He did not say COVID-19
vaccines are not working very well; rather, he said preparation for the next pandemic will
likely include research on vaccines that stop virus transmission, something they do not do
now.

This article was produced by the Reuters Fact Check team. Read more about our fact-
checking work here.

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.
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